This morning’s gospel is a simple story of ordinary people, doing the same sort of ordinary things
that we do. And yet there is, as in all Jesus’ apparently simple stories much more to learn and
reflect upon than you might first think.

Thisis what God is like, says Jesus, He is like a shepherd. When one of the sheep goes missing, he
knows which one it is and goes searching for that one particular sheep. He leaves the other 99
and goes looking for that one sheep he knows is lost. And he goes to a lot of trouble to find it.

But God is also like the woman who has lost one of her coins. She too goes to a lot of trouble to
get it back, using a lamp to look in all the dark and probably cobwebby places until she finds it.

And when what was lost is found, there is joy and celebration.

So, like the shepherd searchingfor his one lost sheep, God is not just looking for peoplein general,
to add to theflock He islooking for people as individuals, He is looking for me, Mary. He is looking
for you and he is looking for everyone in our community and round the world because he knows
how much he can do for every single person. And knows how much more we more we could all
contribute to the work of building his kingdom.

But he’s also like the woman who has lost her coin, and searches in all the dark and dangerous
places of the world No situationor place is outside his concern and his love. God is searching for
each and every one of us

But wheneverJesus tells us what Godis like, he is also telling us what we should be like and how
we should live. So | wonder what is he is telling us about ourselves today.

Firstly, | would suggest, just as God is always searching for us, so, we too should search diligently
for Him in the people around us. not thinkingabout getting more people in church but about the
difference the knowledge of the love of God could make in their lives. And secondly, we too, may
need to search in the dark places, the places and situations which are outside our comfort zone, or
amongst those we might normally try to avoid. Because if we can see God in difficult places, as
well as the easy ones, we will help to make Him more visible in the world and to the world. And
that will be a cause for joy and celebration

God notices when we are mostin need of him and searches us out. and he calls us to do the same
for those around us. So perhaps this reading is simply as much about searching and noticing as
anything else.

The shepherd noticed that one of his sheep was missing. The woman noticed her coin was
missing and both turned aside to search until the missing one was restored.

We are called to search for God active in people, wherever there is love, goodness and generosity,
to notice when those things are missing and to do what we can to bring healing and peace.



But similarly, | believe, we are called to search for God in the beauty of the world he created, to
notice when that beauty is spoiled or missing and do what we can to restore that too.

And it is this sort of noticing that is perhaps at the heart of our Peace with creation series.
Because just as each and every personin the world matters to God, so each creature, each forest
and each ocean matters too to a God whose love encompasses every thing and everybody.

However, we all know that at the moment, we fail to look after God’s creation in many ways. We
hear of tons of litter despoiling so many places Of how climate change is affecting the way we live
How therainforestis depleting. And how many species are threatened as their natural habitat is
destroyed. And we wonder how on earth our little attempts to achieve a greener lifestyle, can
really make much difference to the total wastage and destruction across the globe.

But this season of creation tide should not be about lament and repentance for those generalities
that can lead us to despair. Instead it should be about reawakening our awareness of all the
details and intricacies of creation and how we are affecting it, and a renewed understanding of
the ways in which God acts in the world.

It is about lookingand noticingwhat is happening in people and in the natural world, so that we
can better understand not what we can’t do but what we can do.

Because God’s most powerful acts are in the lives of and through the lives of individuals. He can
work through the ordinary, the small and the apparently insignificant. He restores the world by
calling us to notice the small things that are happeningaround us and the small ways in which we
can make a difference and to do what we can. God works through us, as we look, notice and make
informed decisions.

Thus we will become a people shaped by the character of Jesus the one who searches, notices and
rejoices when what is lost is found.

The stories Jesus tells end in celebration that what was lost has been found. That joy comes
through persistence, through care and through noticing what others ignore.

We sometimes thinkthat we are too small to make a difference, but here Jesus tells us otherwise.
The shepherd mattered. The woman mattered and what they were searching for mattered too.

So my prayer for this week is that we too may search, for the people, the situations and the parts
of creation where somethingis lost and we can make a difference. May we look with persistence,

with reverence and with the kind of joy that knows that the whole of creation belongs to God.

Amen.



