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BEFORE THE SERVICE WE STILL OUR MINDS AND
HEARTS. GENERAL CONVERSATION IS
ENCOURAGED AFTER THE SERVICE RATHER THAN
BEFORE.

Light a candle, if you have one, as the service begins:
Christ is the Light of the World, in him there is no darkness
at all.

O Lord, open our lips
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Your light springs up for the righteous
and all the peoples have seen your glory.
Blessed are you, Sovereign God,
king of the nations,
to you be praise and glory for ever.
From the rising of the sun to its setting
your name is proclaimed in all the world.
As the Sun of Righteousness dawns in our hearts
anoint our lips with the seal of your Spirit
that we may witness to your gospel
and sing your praise in all the earth.
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God for ever.

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let us
pray with one heart and mind.
Pause for reflection as we offer the day to God.
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of
your presence, O God, set our hearts on fire with love for
you; now and for ever. Amen.

Psalm 147.13-end
Sing praise to the Lord, O Jerusalem;
praise your God, O Zion;
For he has strengthened the bars of your gates
and has blest your children within you.
He has established peace in your borders
and satisfies you with the finest wheat.
He sends forth his command to the earth
and his word runs very swiftly.
He gives snow like wool
and scatters the hoarfrost like ashes.
He casts down his hailstones like morsels of bread;
who can endure his frost?
He sends forth his word and melts them;

he blows with his wind and the waters flow.
He declares his word to Jacob,
his statutes and judgements to Israel.
He has not dealt so with any other nation;
they do not know his laws.
Alleluia.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever.
Amen.

1 Corinthians 7.1-24
Now concerning the matters about which you wrote: ‘It is
well for a man not to touch a woman.’ But because of cases
of sexual immorality, each man should have his own wife and
each woman her own husband. The husband should give to
his wife her conjugal rights, and likewise the wife to her
husband. For the wife does not have authority over her own
body, but the husband does; likewise the husband does not
have authority over his own body, but the wife does. Do not
deprive one another except perhaps by agreement for a set
time, to devote yourselves to prayer, and then come together
again, so that Satan may not tempt you because of your lack
of self-control. This I say by way of concession, not of
command. I wish that all were as I myself am. But each has a
particular gift from God, one having one kind and another a
different kind.

To the unmarried and the widows I say that it is well for them
to remain unmarried as I am. But if they are not practising
self-control, they should marry. For it is better to marry than
to be aflame with passion.
To the married I give this command—not I but the Lord—
that the wife should not separate from her husband (but if she
does separate, let her remain unmarried or else be reconciled
to her husband), and that the husband should not divorce his
wife.
To the rest I say—I and not the Lord—that if any believer has
a wife who is an unbeliever, and she consents to live with
him, he should not divorce her. And if any woman has a
husband who is an unbeliever, and he consents to live with
her, she should not divorce him. For the unbelieving husband
is made holy through his wife, and the unbelieving wife is
made holy through her husband. Otherwise, your children
would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy. But if the
unbelieving partner separates, let it be so; in such a case the
brother or sister is not bound. It is to peace that God has
called you. Wife, for all you know, you might save your
husband. Husband, for all you know, you might save your
wife.
However that may be, let each of you lead the life that the
Lord has assigned, to which God called you. This is my rule
in all the churches. Was anyone at the time of his call already
circumcised? Let him not seek to remove the marks of
circumcision. Was anyone at the time of his call

uncircumcised? Let him not seek circumcision. Circumcision
is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing; but obeying the
commandments of God is everything. Let each of you remain
in the condition in which you were called.
Were you a slave when called? Do not be concerned about it.
Even if you can gain your freedom, make use of your present
condition now more than ever. For whoever was called in the
Lord as a slave is a freed person belonging to the Lord, just
as whoever was free when called is a slave of Christ. You
were bought with a price; do not become slaves of human
masters. In whatever condition you were called, brothers and
sisters, there remain with God.
This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Homily and Silence

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;
let the whole earth tremble before him.
Tell it out among the nations that the Lord is King.
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.
Tell out his salvation from day to day.
Let the whole earth tremble before him.
Declare his glory among the nations
and his wonders among all peoples.

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;
let the whole earth tremble before him.
Benedictus
Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel,
who has come to his people and set them free.
He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour,
born of the house of his servant David.
Through his holy prophets God promised of old
to save us from our enemies,
from the hands of all that hate us,
To show mercy to our ancestors,
and to remember his holy covenant.
This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham:
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
Free to worship him without fear,
holy and righteous in his sight
all the days of our life.
And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,
To give his people knowledge of salvation
by the forgiveness of all their sins.

In the tender compassion of our God
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow
of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

The Intercession
Collect for the Second Sunday of Epiphany
Almighty God,
in Christ you make all things new:
transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of
your grace,
and in the renewal of our lives
make known your heavenly glory;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.Amen.
A Prayer for Christian Unity:
God our Father,
you reveal to us your love

through Christ
and through our brothers and sisters.
Open our hearts so that we can
welcome each other
with our differences and live
in forgiveness.
Grant us to live united in one body,
so that the gift that is each person
comes to light.
May all of us together be a reflection
of the living Christ.

Believing in the promises of God, let us pray with
confidence as our Saviour has taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be
thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be
done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, the power and the
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

May Christ, who sends us to the
nations,

give us the power of his Spirit.
Amen.
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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